
CHICAGO-BASED SEXTET eighth blackbird WINS ITS FIRST 

GRAMMY 

 

Chicago-based new-music sextet eighth blackbird has just scored its first Grammy!  The 

album strange imaginary animals, on Cedille Records, Chicago’s hometown classical record 

label, took the award for Best Chamber Music Performance. 

 

Commenting on this honor, Nicholas Photinos, eighth blackbird’s cellist, explained: 

 

“We were very happy with this disc from day one – it’s probably our favorite, especially in terms 

of mastering and sound fidelity.  We were overjoyed even to be nominated for a Grammy, but to 

have won the award is almost unbelievable.  We hope that the award will open doors to new 

collaborations, projects, and ideas.” 

 

strange imaginary animals was cited in three separate classical categories.  Album producer 

Judith Sherman also won the award for “Producer of the Year, Classical,” with a citation for 

eighth blackbird’s disc. A work from the album, Jennifer Higdon’s Zaka, received a nomination 

for “Best Classical Contemporary Composition.”  strange imaginary animals is the fourth disc 

eighth blackbird has recorded for cutting-edge indy label Cedille.  The album is one of the 

most widely-reviewed – and widely-acclaimed – classical recordings of 2007, having 

accumulated an almost unprecedented number of raves from critics in the U.S. and abroad.  

America’s highly-regarded music and audio journal, The Absolute Sound, said:  

 

“Don’t think you’ve got the discipline and concentration to tackle new, cutting-edge music?  Let 

eighth blackbird be your guide.  There’s nothing sterile or forbidding about any of the selections 

on this CD…  Each of the six works, by five American/Canadian composers no older than 50, 

should be immediately engaging to any open-minded listener.” 

 

BBC Music named strange imaginary animals “CD Choice of the month” in September and gave 

it five out of five stars for both performance and sound, stating: “eighth blackbird play like 

musicians possessed; excited by the new, determined that their CD audiences will be too, they 

take wing, soaring on an upthrust of precision-tooled virtuosity.” 

 

The group was honored in 2007 with the Trailblazer Award from the American Music Center, 

and a Meet the Composer award to honor its achievements in music.  eighth blackbird received 

the first BMI/Boudleaux-Bryant Fund Commission; was the first contemporary music group to 

win the Grand Prize at the Concert Artists Guild Competition; won the 2000 Naumburg Chamber 

Music Award and the 2004 NEA/CMA Special Commissioning Award; and has received grants 

from BMI, Meet the Composer, the Greenwall Foundation, and Chamber Music America, among 

many others.  

 

 



eighth blackbird is ensemble-in-residence at both the University of Richmond and the University 

of Chicago.  The group is enjoying acclaim for all four of the CDs it has released to date on 

Cedille.  Grammy-winner strange, imaginary animals was released in November 2006.  The 

group’s first Cedille CD, thirteen ways, featuring works by George Perle, David Schober, Joan 

Tower, and Thomas Albert, was selected as a Top Ten CD of 2003 by Billboard magazine.  

beginnings, featuring Daniel Kellogg’s Divinum Mysterium and George Crumb’s Vox Balaenae, 

was summed up by the New York Times: “The performances have all the sparkle, energy, and 

precision of the earlier outings…  It is their superb musicality and interpretive vigor that bring 

these pieces to life.”  Of eighth blackbird’s third disc for Cedille, fred, which comprises three 

works by Frederic Rzewski, the San Francisco Chronicle reported: “The music covers all kinds 

of moods and approaches, from dreamy surrealism to caffeinated unison melodies, and the 

members of eighth blackbird deliver it all with their trademark panache.”  In 2006, eighth 

blackbird debuted on the Naxos label in a performance of The Time Gallery, which the sextet 

commissioned from 2004 Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Paul Moravec. 

 

eighth blackbird’s engagements in spring/summer 2008: 

 

Feb 11                SM: Chamber Music Society, debut (Pittsburgh, PA) 

Feb 12 – 14        University of Michigan UMS – residency (Ann Arbor, MI) 

March 16            Contempo, Ganz Hall (Chicago, IL) 

March 26            TOMT (WP): Modlin Center (Richmond, VA) 

April 3                 SM: Baylor University (Waco, TX) 

April 5                 SM: Wesleyan University (Middletown, CT) 

April 7 – 9           University of Michigan UMS – residency (Ann Arbor, MI) 

April 10               TOMT: University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, MI) 

April 12               TOMT: San Francisco Performances, Herbst Theatre (San Francisco) 

April 13               SM (tbc): Russian River Chamber Music (Healdsburg, CA) 

April 15               TOMT: Orange County Performing Arts Center (Costa Mesa, CA) 

April 17               TOMT: Zankel Hall, Carnegie Hall (New York, NY) 

April 21 – 25       DePauw University – residency (Greencastle, IN) 

May 9                 Contempo, Fulton Recital Hall (Chicago, IL) 

May 13               TOMT: Kennedy Center (Washington, DC) 

May 23               Contempo, Ganz Hall (Chicago, IL) 

May 29               TOMT: Harris Theater (Chicago, IL) 

June 21              TOMT: Music X 2008 (Cincinnati, OH) 

 

SM = “Sound Mirror”    TOMT = “The Only Moving Thing” 

 

www.eighthblackbird.com 

 

http://www.eighthblackbird.com/

